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THE TWELFTH REPORT OF THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN 
BIBLE SOCIETY. 
(Continued from page 222.) 

[The New Auxiliaries formed in England, Scotland and Wales, since 
their last anniversary, is stated to be 22, exclusive of Branches ; making 
the total number of Auxiliary and Branch Societies in the United Kingdom 
and adjacent Islands to be 544. The contributions from Auxiliary Socie~ 
ties during the same period, amounted to 55,450/. 3s, 9d. sterling’: (a sum 
exceeding two hundred and forty-six thousand dollars.) 

With the following we cenclude the Extracts taken from the body of the 
12th Report. In our next we shall commence the insertion of some of the 
highly interesting documents contained in the Appendix to that Report.] 


Your Committee cannot record this gratifying detail of the pub- 
lic liberality, without expressing their obligations to Almighty 
God, who has disposed the hearts of the inhabitants of the United 
Kingdom, notwithstanding the pressure of the times, and the vari- 
ous calls of a kindred nature, to administer so bountifully to the 
spiritual wants of their Christian brethren at home and abroad, 

In this pure disinterested benevolence, which can arise, it is 
presumed, from no other source than love te God and man, and 
which has no other object than to promote his glory, and the tem- 
poral and eternal good of his creatures, your Committee recognise, 
with heartfelt pleasure, the influence of that holy Book, the circu- 
lation of which it is directed so essentiilly to promote. 

The Auxiliaries have justified their claim to the title of Benefac- 
tors of the Society in the most extensive interpretation, as, in- 
dependently of their liberality tothe Parent Institution, and their 
local efficiency in distributing the Scriptures, they have contri- 
buted, by their influence and example, to excite an attention to 
the establishment of other Auxiliaries, of Branch Societies, and of 
Bible Associations—the whole exhibiting a system of benevolent 
co-operation for the best end, and through the purest means. By 
these gradations the lowest orders of society become connected with 
the highest, in one great work of Christian charity; and the bounty 
of all, accumulated into one stream, is again poured forth to enrich 


the spots from which it flowed, or to fertilize the barren tracts of 
distant regions. 
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Your Committee think it unnecessary to repeat what has been said 
on former occasions respecting Bible Associations, further than to 
certify, that their experience has again confirmed all that has been 
asserted in their favour in former Reports. ‘!'hey acknowledge 
with gratitude.the great efficiency which the Parent Institution has 
derived from their assistance, while they contemplate with admi- 
ration and delight the moral effects which have resulted fram them, 
in the encouragement of religious habits, and in the increase of 
kind affections and brotherly love ; and they are persuaded, that 
nothing is better calculated to extend the influence of the Holy 
Scriptures, to excite a personal interest.in the knowledge of re- 
vealed truth, and (what is the natural consequence of such know- 
ledge) an anxious desire to make others partakers of it, than these 
most laudable and efficacious Associations. 

Your Committee have also the pleasure to report several addi- 
tions to the funds of the Society, by Legacy or Donation; among 
which are the following :—A Legacy of 100/. from the late Miss 
Abigail Franks, a Jewess, paid by Edward Goldsmid, Esquire, 
&e. &c. Ke. 

To the friends of the Society in Scotland, your Committee have 
again to express their obligations for a liberality, which marks 
their continued attachment to the Institution, and a deep interest 
in its success. ‘The several contributions from that part of the Isl- 
and have been already specified ; but your Committee cannot 
omit expressing their particular obligations to the Reverend the 
Presbytery of Glasgow, which first gave the example of an An- 
nual Collection in Scotland. 

The Hibernian Bible “Society have continued. their exertions 
during the past year to circulate the Scriptures among all classes 
and denominations of their countrymen. Between 20 and 30,000 
Bibles and ‘Testaments have been issued from their Depository 
since their last Anniversary, in addition to more than 200,000 co- 
pies antecedently dispersed. Many thousands more were called 
tor, which the depressed state of their funds, from the ynexampled 
pressure of the times, rendered it impossible for the Society to 
supply. 

It now becomes the duty of your Committee to state, that they 
have recently accomplished an object which had long been consi- 
dered as highly desirable, and had at length become absolutely in- 
dispensable :—the union of all the offices of the Society in one 
Establishment. The inconvenience arising from having the Li- 
brary and Depository in one place, the Accountant’s Office in 
another, and the Committee Room in a third, had been severely 
and injuriously felt both by the officers and members of the Socie- 
ty : add to this, that the officers of the Society had no place of 
common, resort, and were destitute of the accommodations required 
‘or the correct and systematic transaction of their business, which 
has for a considerable time past been progressively increasing, 
both in complicacy and importance ; and the risk and trouble oc 
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casioned hy the frequent removal of the Records of the Society, 
now accumulated to an immense mass. In the mean time, the 
expenses of the Depository, from the Commission upon sales of 
Bibles and !estaments, which, though voluntarily reduced by Mr. 
Seeley to the lowest rate that justice to his family would allow, 
had, upon such extensive issues, necessarily arisen toa great an 
nual amount, and formed an additional reason for looking to an 
Establishment as a measure of economy no less than of .accom- 
modation. a 

The offer of suitable Premises in Earl Street, Blackfriars, on 
advantageous terms, afforded the Committee an opportunity of 
carrying their purpose into effect. When the arrangements, which 
are now proceeding, shall have been completed, the Society will 
be in- possession of a set of commodious offices for carrying on the 
business in every department, centrally situated, and conibining 
every proposed convenienee, at an immediate expense, which, by 
the annual saving in the Depository, Commission, and. other ex-, 
penses, will be gradually and finally replaced. 

Among the accommodations afforded by the Establishment in 
Earl street, not the least important, is that ‘which regards the So- 
ciety’s Biblical Library. The books of which it consists, numer- 
ous and valuable as they are, would, there is reason to believe, 
have been considerably augmented by the liberality of the public, 
if it had been correctly known what the Society really possessed, 
and in what respects therefore its collection was deficient. » In the 
new Establishment, a commodious Room is allotted for the recep- 
tion of the books; they will be suitably classed and arranged ; and 
a Catalogue of them will be printed, and annexed to the ensuing 
Report. 

Under these circumstances, the Committee feel themselves: at 
liberty to solicit from the friends of the Institution, both abroad and 
at home, such Versions of the Scriptures as may be likely to as-~ 
sist in promoting the general design; and they would add a request 
for a regular supply of the Annual Reports of all Auxiliary, or 
kindred Societies in every part of the world. 

it only remains for your Committee to advert to the distribution 
of the Scriptures, Under this head they have to state, that, ex- 
cluding what has been effected through the agency of Auxiliary 
and Branch Societies, and Bible Associations, the mere list of 
collective bodies and individuals, to whom the Scriptures have 
been consigned for distribution, by sale or gratuitously, in Europe, 
Asia, Africa, and America, would occupy a considerable space in 
their Report. The detail will appear in the account annexed to. 
it; but your Commitiece cannot deny themselves the satisfaction of. 
exhibiting the following summary: only premising, that they 
have received many pleasing proofs, that the benevolence of the 
Society has been attended with the happiest effects. 
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Copies of the Scriptures, in whole or in part, have been furnished t¢ 
the following places. 


EUROPE. 


Christiana, in Norway; Dantzig, Brussels, Ostend, Cleve, 
Netherlands Bible Society, Geneva Bible Society, Bern, France, 
Waldenses, Constantinople, Madeira, Malta, and other parts of 
the Mediterranean. 

DOMESTIC. 

Isle of Sheppy, for Foreigners visiting Sheerness, poor Ger- 
mmans in England, prisoners in Giltspur Street Compter, London 
Society for converting the Jews, Lascar Committee of the Mis- 
sionary Society, Forest of Dean, Gosport, Newry, in Ireland, 

Hibernian Sunday School society in Dublin, 500 Bibles, and 
5000 ‘Festaments at half the cost price; Hibernian Society in 
London, for their numerous schools in Ireland. 

ASIA. 

Rengal Corresponding Committee, Tranquebar, Ceylon, Van 
Diemen’s Land, New South Wales, 1000 Bibles, and 3000 Tes-. 
taments. 

AMERICA. 
Surinam, Newfoundland, Louisiana Bible Society, Philadel- 
phia Bible Society, Nova Scotia Kible Society. 
WEST INDIES. 
Jamaica, Trinidad, Berbice, st. lsomingo. 
AFRICA. 

Cape of Good Hope, and various Missionary stations in the in- 
terior of South Africa, Goree. 

The general statement of the copies of the Scriptures issued 
from March 31, 1815, to March 31, 1816, of the present year, is 
138,168 Eibles, 110,068 Testarents; making the total issued 
from the commencement of the Institution, to the last mentioned 
period ; 654,427 Bibles, 828,546 ‘Testaments ; in all, 1,482,973 
copies, exclusive of about 75,500 copies circulated at the charge 
of the society, from Depositaries abroad, making a total of One 
Mituron, Five Hunprep ann Firty-Seven Tuovsann, Nine 
Hunprep anpd Seventy-THReE copies, already circulated by the 
British and Foreign Bible cociety. 

Your Committee might now conclude their Report, leaving the 
facts which it has exhibited to make their obvious impression. 

“dt is indeed impossible to contemplate the effects produced by 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, so conspicuously display- 
ed in the attention which it has excited to the supreme importance 
of the Holy Scriptures, in the unparalleled efforts for the diffusion 
of them, and im the extension and enlargement of charitable feel- 
ing, without emotions of the purest delight, the warmest gratitude. 
and+the most cheering anticipation. 

In humble dependence on the favour of Almighty God, deriv- 
ing efficiency from the public bounty, and with no other recom- 
mendation than the simplicity of its principle, and the benevolence 
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of its design, the British and Foreign Bible Society: has gone 
forth from strength to strength, triumphantly opposing the attempts 
of infidelity to discountenance the truths of tivine Revelation, 
imparting its spirit to Christians all over the world, animating 
their. zeal; and aiding their exertions, accompanied by their 
prayers, and rewarded by their benedictions. ) The ‘Members of 
the Institution have the amplest grounds férrejoicing inthe ¢glori- 
ous privilege which they exercise of dispensing the bouhty of the 
Most High. The charity to which they have devoted’ themselves 
in humble imitation of that divine love, which, in its dispensation 
ef mercy, offered the Gospel of salvation to all mankind, embraces 
the whole human race, without distinction of ‘colour or country; of 
friend or foe ; connecting the scattered members ‘of the. Christian 
community by the sacred-ties of a religion which considers all 
men as brethren, the children of ene common father and exhi- 
bitiig by this union, a practical exemplification of the Apostolic 
precept, ‘‘ to keep the unity ofthe spirit in the bond of peace.” 
It is a charity no less ennobled by its object, than sanctified im 
its means ; which enriches those who bestow as‘ well'as'those:-who 
receive: and the \ hristian who knows the 'wortofGod to’ be the 
savour of life untolife, and the power of God unto salvation, puts 
forth his hand to the work with heartfelt delight, thankful that 
God has blessed him with the ability as well ‘as inclination, to 
render others partakers of the heavenly banquet on whiclr he has 
feasted, and to enable them to gather with him the fruit of) immor- 


tality from the Tree of Life. . 


Looking to what has been accomplished, and to the progressive 
march of the Institution, he.sees with joy unspeakable, that it has 
been the means of conveying the treasures of divine truth and 
knowledge to thousands professing Christianity, who might never. 
have known the Bible but by name, if the British and Foreign 
Bible Society had not existed. He contemplates the heavenly’ 
light which was graciously revealed to guide our feet inte the way 
of peace, dawning over nations which have long sat in darkness, 
and in the shadow of death; and while he’ surveys with rapture 
and astonishment the numerous Bible: Societies spread over the 
face of the earth, identified in object, and united by affection, 
exhilarating and adorning the western as well as the eastern hemis- 
phere, he is encouraged to hope, that by the continuance of the 
favour of God on the means now in operation for disseminating 
his Holy Word, the predicted period may be accelerated, when 
‘* all the ends of the earth shall remember, and turn unto the 
wee and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship -before 

im. 

These delightful reflections, pointing to a grand and glorious 
consummation, and arising out of that prosperity which had at- 
tended the British and Foreign bible Society, are the common 





* Psalm xxij. 27. 
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property of the members of this and every other similar Institution, 
foreign or domestic, latge or small; which the poor, who give 
from their penury,; may equally appropriate and enjoy with the 
rich, who! coatribute from their abundance. 

But to perpetuate the feelings which they awaken, and to real- 
ize the hope which they inspire, the exertions which have been 
attended with such signal success must still be continued. ‘The 


flame which has been kindled, and has spread:its strong light over " 


the world, cheering and animating the regions into which it has 
passed, must 'not be suffered to die away. Millions yet remain 
of the household of faith, who depend on the charitable aid of 
their: Obristiancbrethren for the supply of their spiritual necessi- 
ties :. the barriers.of Heathen superstition, and- Mahomedan in- 
tolerance, seem no.longer impenetrable ; and no period since the 
promulgation of Chrisfianity has afforded fairer hopes, or more 
inviting, opportunities, for communicating the everlasting Gospel 
to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people ; none in 
which the desire to:make all mankind participate its blessings has 
beén so,extensively manifested and so zealously pursued ; and 
none»anijwhich ythe anxiety to obtain the records of eternal life, 
bas been more ceager! y displayed, wherever a Bible Society has 
been formede: «|. 

Your : Committee! most: cordially congratulating their fellow- 
labourers. allover the-world,on their past success and éncouraging 
prospects; have only to express the confidence which the preced- 
ing obséryations authorize, that this country, which had the ho- 
nour to give birth to an Institution which has attracted the adini- 
ration.of foreignnations, and exalted the character of this in their 
esteem, will, by a continuance of its liberality, enable the British 
and. Foreign; Bible’ Society ta prosecute with unabating zeal, the 
great. object of its formatiomto its desired and glorious completion. 

The gratitude of the United Kingdom is peculiarly called for, 
under the ¢incumstances of peace and-security, in which, by the 
gracious interposition of Ged, it has been again so happily and 
triumphantly ; placed, . Let it then persevere in its endeavours to 
promote his glary, -by extending to the utmost attainable limits, 
the circulation of that Divine Book in which his mercy and truth 
are revealed ; andlet the members of this Society, the honoured 
instruments of bis,providence for disseminating his Holy Word, 
unite with their Committee in devout supplication, that the nations 
and indiyiduals.to whom, by means of this and other similar In- 
stitutions, the Scriptures are conveyed, may duly appreciate the 
value of the benefit thus conferred on them, and experience the 
blessing which the Almighty himself has promised to the dissemi- 
nation of his Word : 

Ir SHALL NOT RETURN UNTO ME VOID, BUT IT SHALL ACCOM- 
PLISH THAT WHICH I PLEASE, AND IT SHALL PROSPER IN THE 
TMING WHERETO I senr iT. (Isaiah ly. 11.) 
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MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE, 


SOUTH AFRICA, 


Joyful Reception of the Missionarics by the ’Caffrcs. 

Tue Membersof the Missionary Society will, doubtless, recollect, 
that when Dr. Vanderkemp fitst visited Africa, he earnestly wish- 
ed to establish a Mission among the Caffres, who are said to be 
nearly 100,000 in number ; but he was obliged to desist from that 
enterprise, and settled at Bethelsdorp:' For some time past, how- 
ever, many of these ‘segs have expressed a very strong desire 
that Missionaries may be sent to them ; ‘to which they have been 
more powerfully induced by the exhortations of an extraordinary 
man, a native, who invited their attention to religion and morality ; 
and has prevailed on many of them to pray to God, and to forsake 
their sins; referring them for further instruction to the ‘expected 
Missionaries. ‘These have at length entered Caffraria; and the 
' following letter shows what a joyful entrance they have had :—. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Read, dated at Conga’s Kraal, Caf- 
fraria, April 18, 1816. 

I have time only to drop a line to inform you that we .arrived 
here yesterday in safety, and were received, as ‘the, Messengers 
of Christ,’ with universal joy. 

We left Bethelsdorp on the first of April, and arrived here on 
the seventeenth, We were obliged to wait three:days at the Fish 
River, before we could meet with Caffres to conduct us through it ; 
and when, on the evening of the third day, we began to give.up 
hope, two Caffres, from the chief Conga, came, and,condueted us 
over into Caffraria, i word wou? 

We passed the river with more danger than Mr. Campbell and 
I encountered when we passed the Great Orange River; for it 
was dificult to approach, was very full. of water, and the bottom 
very rugged. irr 

After we got through, about one hundredsof the Caffres joined 
us, These people are the followers of’ that Caffre , concerning 
whom I.have repeatedly written to you.’ They told» us that he 
had persuaded them to forsake the practice of adultery, murder, 
witcheraft, theft, &c.; but that he always referred) them for fur- 
ther instruction to us, who he expected would soon come to teach 
them. 1 cannot but look on him as a ‘John the Baptist,’ raised 
up to © prepare the way of the Lord.’ In short, we were yesterday 
received with greater joy than ever the king of England was wel- 
comed into London. 

Our young Caffre chief (Tzatzoo*) preaches to his countrymen 
constantly, for they are very thirsty for the word. 





* Tzatzoo is the son of a Caffre chief, who resided several yeurs at Bathels- 
dorp, and was converted there. He has, ever since his conversion, longed to 


return to his native land, and preach the Gospel to his countrymen. ‘Lie ie 
accompanied by Mr. Williama, &c. 
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This morning we had a consultation with Conga-and his chiet 
men; but (like the people of Mateebe, at Lattakoo) he declines 
giving his opinion until we can consult (king) Geika, and the other 
chiefs. 

We are to have a General Meeting of Geika, Hinza, Slambe 
Makanna, and other chiefs, in a few days. 

I hope, on my return to Bethelsdorp, to write more fully. My 
chief design at present is merely to state that 1 have not the least 
doubt that this great field is already ripe for the harvest, and that 
we shall immediately want more Missionaries, ; 

On our passing the Fish River, we met with the Caffre-woman, 
formerly mentioned, ‘ whose heart’ (like Lydia’s) ‘ the Lord had 
opened.’ She said that she had long been praying that the ser- 
vants of the Lord might.come to teach her the way to happiness ; 
Fangs she wanted of us no beads, buttons, &c. but the word of 

od. 

The Captain said, that he could have wept for joy yesterday, 
on account of our arrival ; but was ashamed to do so before his 
people. 

Cease not to pray for us, and believe me to remain, though with 
many defects, your ready servant, for Christ’s sake, 

J. Reap. 
Letter from the Rev. J. Read, written immediately after his retarn 
from Caffraria. 
Bethelsdorp, May 31, 1816. 
Honoured and dear Brethren, 

You know how my mind has been affected respecting the Caffre 
nation, and the reluctance I felt in proceeding te Lattakoo, before 
something was done for them. This has been effected; and now 
I am ready to proceed for the interior, as soon as Mr. Williams 
with his party (intended for Caffraria) is gone ; and I have made 
the necessary arrangements I forward an account of our under- 
taking in Caffraria ; and doubt not that it will be interesting and 
encouraging to you. There seems to be ‘ an effectual door open- 
ed;’ and I hope there will be found ‘ men of God’ ready to come 
over and help us.’ Robert Conga said, in the presence of seven or 
eight hundred Caffres, that he wished to have a Missionary who 
could tell him and his people the destiny of the soul of man after 
the death of the body. Now, if we are not able to procure good 
theologians to supply these statigns,—surely, there are pious per- 
sons enough able to point out to them the chief doctrines of the 
truth ! and, O how acceptable would be their services to these 
thirsty souls !—and as to the money necessary, surely, that will 
not be wanting ! | 

The labours of our late brother Vanderkemp did not then ap- 
pear to be very useful ; but he has made the name of a Missionary 
so valuable, by his disinterested behaviour, that a Missionary is 
Safer there than perhaps he would be in many parts of England ; 








ts iene ae 


. Thoughts n Good W orks. 238 


jnd the Caffres were no more afraid of us than of one another. 
They said, * These are our friends; because they ate Jankanna’s 
children*..—They will not believe but that 1 am the real son of 
the Doctor; and some even said, f looked very much like him; I 
suppose, because I am getting rather bald. ; a 

I apprehend there would be no difficulty in getting Missionaries 
to the 'ambookies ; but besides this, supposing every station to 
have but one eager there are four wanted for Caffraria,— 
one for Makanma, one for Conga, one for Tzatzoo, and one for 
Slambi ; and the Caffres say, that Jaloosa and Hinza will be anx- 
ious likewise for Missionaries; and then one Missionary ought to go 
to the Hottentots and Bushmen, behind the mountains of Caf- 
fraria. 

I am very sorry tosay that Mrs. Barker’s health is such that it 
seems not prudent for her to proceed ; and the indisposition of Mr. 
Ullbricht renders it dangerous for him to leave the station ;. so that 
I shall proceed alone, with one or two. Hottentot assistants from 
Bethelsdorp towards Lattakoo; and When 1 shall return I know 
not. 

Mr. Marquard and Mr. Bartlett haye’ proceeded to Namaqua 
Land. I hope their services will be as acceptable as those of our 
late brethren Albricht’s were. 

The last accounts from Pella were discouraging. Several of the 
members had been guilty of acts dishonourableto the cause; but 
no wonder, the shepherd being away, the wolf soon enters. 

I beg very earnestly further to be remembered in your earnest 
prayers, while I hope to continue your willing servant in the 
Gospel. 


sS7+o 


THOUGHTS ON GOOD WORKS. 
‘Tne religion of Jesus Christ is not a system of speculative opi- 


-nions, calculated merely to awaken inquiry, and supply materials 


ef sanctimonious dispute :— it contains a series of facts, doctrines, 
and promises, which are emin fitted to purify the heart of 
man, and to ennoble his character The whole plan of redemp- 
tion is evidently designed to restore our nature to its primitive 
dignity and beauty. Ifwe were chosen in Christ before the foun- 
dation of the world, we were chosen that we should be holy, and 
without blame. If we are delivered by Jesus Ubrist out of the 
hands of our enemies, we afe delivered that we may serve God 
without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him, all the 
days of our life. We are justified by faith ; but the faith which 
justifies before God, is a divine and living principle, which puri- 
fies the heart, overcomes the world, and works by love. The 
hope of Heaven, which supports under the ills of this wintery 
Jife, and sooths the sorrowful bosom, purifies the heart which it 
warms, as the object of that hope is pure. God worketh in us 
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* Jankanna was the new name they gaveto Dr. Vanderkemp. 
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both to will and to do of bis good pleasure. Encouraged-by the 
belief of this, leaning on God, and becoming strong in proportion 
to our confidence in him, we work out our own salvation with fear 
and trembling. In one word, the grand object of the substitution 
and death of the Son of God, in subserviency to the divine glory, 
is, by an .authority which cannot err, stated to be, ‘ To redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify us unto himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works.’ 

Good works are the works of a justified man. ‘ The Lord had 
respect unto Abel, and to his offering.’ ‘ By faith, Abel offered 
unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain; by which, he ob- 
tained witness that he was righteous, God.testifying of his gifts.’ 
‘ Christ, of God, is made unto us righteousness and sanctification.’ 
‘ We, being dead in our sins, hath God quickened together with 
Christ, having forgiven us all trespasses.’ ‘ Christ hath redeemed 
us from the curse of the law, being made acurse for us, that we 
might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.’ These 
passages of Scripture evidently support the sentiment, That the 
acceptance of our persons in the Beloved, precedes the acceptance 
of our works. _ Besides, the belief of our being ina state of favour 
with God, through Jesus Christ, seems necessary, in order to re- 
move the ‘discouraging, the overwhelming fears which must ever 
invade the mind, conscious of guilt, in her approaches to God. 
While I contemplate him as an Almighty Enemy, how can | draw 
hear to him as mine exceeding joy ? _How can 1 love him with all 
my heart, with all my soul, with all my strength, and with all 
my mind? How can I cherish that sacred pleasure in obeying his 
law, which St. Paul felt when he said, ‘ | delight in the law of 
God after the inward man?’ The gift of the Spirit, who dwells 
in believers, and who, by means of the word of God, enlightens, 
cleanses, and comforts their hearts, is the ‘primary evidence of 
their acceptance in Christ.. They have the witness in themselves 
that their persons are accepted,—that there is no condempation to 
them while they walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

Good works proceed fromigrenovated heart. ‘ Works done 
before the grace of Christ,’ affirms the Church of Englana ver7 just- 
ly, in her 13th article: ‘ And the inspiration of this Spirit are 
not pleasant to God, forasmuch as they spring not of faith in 
Jesus Christ ; yea, for that they are not done as God hath willed 
and commanded them to be done, wesdoubt not*but they have the 
nature of sin.’ F 

This grace of Christ, or renewing of the Holy Ghost, consists 
of those new views, néw principles of action, new desires, which 
he, by means of the word of Christ dwelling in us, creates, 
strengthens, and sustains. It is denominated, Effectual Calling 
and Regeneration. It is the circumcision of the heart,—the 
quickening of the dead,—the law of the mind,—the new‘man, 
—the formation of Christ in the soul. This change of mind is 
needful, in order that our works may be acceptable ; for, in 
truth, shen we judge of the morality of actions, we invariably 


AIP OMS Oimeeysen = 


Thoughts on Good Works. 235 


inquire into and weigh the principles in the heart, from. which 
they take their origin. The good tree produces good fruit; ana 
the cotrupt tree corrupt fruit. Of thorns men do not expect to 
gather figs; nor gtapesof a bramble bush. The Creator impress- 
ed on the mind of our great Progenitor the image of his own sanc- 
tity, to qualify him for a life of perfect piety and goodness ; and 
imparted to Jesus of Nazareth, holy, harmless, and separate 
from sin as was his human nature, large measures of the Holy 
Ghost, as the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, of counsel 
and might, of knowledge, and of the fear of the Lord, to qualify 
him, by a life of matchless moral worth, to maghify the divine 
law, and make it honourable. The depraved state of the human 
heart renders this change indispensably necessary. The carnal 
mind is enmity against God. How then shall a man, actuated by 
this enmity, love God with all his heart, and supremely study in 
all things to please him? Holy men, accordingly, implore of 
God to create in them a clean heart, and to renew a right spirit 
within them,—to incline their hearts unto God’s testimonies, and 
to fulfil his gracious promise of giving them a heart of flesh. 

Good works are works formed on the model of the Saviour’s 
example. It is among the privileges peculiar to the Christian 
dispensation that, in the life of the Author, there is exhibited a 
perfect pattern of obedience to the divine law. This example 
was given too in circumstances which accord with the situations 
in which the generality of his followers are placed. Jesus Christ 
was a poor man, often exposed to reproach,—pronounced by the 
multitude of his countrymen to be a deceiver of the people,— 
harassed by temptations,— abandoned by his friends in the hour 
et danger, and doomed to suffer as a felon and a slave on the 
eross, The peculiar virtues+ which that melancholy accumu- 
lation of unequalled wo required, He, in a manner all his own, 
illustrated; and, by a bright assemblage of religious and moral 
excellence, illumined the close of a clouded life, which set in the 
blackness of darkness. His example shed light also on the mean- 
ing of his precepts, which he had given in expounding the spirit 
ef the divine law ;—and his disciples, when they saw him give 
his back to the smiters, and his cheeks to them that plucked off 
the hair, uriderstood the meaning of that hard saying, ‘ That we 
resent not evil; but that whosoever shall smite us on the one 
cheek, to him we turn the other also.’ This pattern, besides its 
internal excellence, for it is the statutes of the Lord embodied 
and walking among men in human form, comes recommended 
by every consideration that can awaken religious awe, conciliate 
attachment, and allure to imitation. It is the example of God 
manifest in the flesh, whocame down from Heaven to teach us 
how to live, and how to die :—it is the example of our best Friend, 
who his own self bore our sins in his own body on the tree :—it is 
an example, the imitation of which rescues poverty from reproach, 
—sheds mild and holy lustre on genius,—turns the arm of powey 
nto a shield to the oppressed,—directs the silent stream of con_ 





236 THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 


Gealed beneficence to the withered roots of the widow’s vineyard, 
—and gradually prepares the mind for that high state of being 
and blessedness to which we are called. it is on this matchless life 
that Christians should form their actions ; for we are disciples only 
in proportion to the measure of his image that we bear. _| he fea- 
tures of this image who can delineate ? The pencil of a master 
may paint the pea-bloom ‘wet with the dew of the morning ; but 
where is the master in Israel who shall pourtray the mora] likeness 
of Jesus of Nazareth, the glory of the human race, fairer. than 
the sons of men, and, in the bright circle of religious excellence, 
altogether lovely ? Who shall depict his unshaken confidence in 
his Father in the darkest hour? What in Job was merely matter 
of holy purpose,—* Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him,’ 
Jesus, in all its extent, exemplified ; for the last act of his depart- 
ing soul was an act of confidence in his God: ‘ Father, into thy 
hands ! commend my spirit!’ Who can describe the devotional 
risings of his heart, after he spent the live-long night in fellow- 
ship with his God ? Sometimes, in the morning too, rising up a 
great while before day, he went out and departed into a solitary 
place for prayer. ‘The star of day, as the rose ot India, saw no 
object in purity and gentleness of lustre so like herself as was the 
heavenly suppliant. What sball we say of the humility and 
meekness with which he washed the feet which his hands had 
made ; and endured the contradiction of sinners, whom his frown 
could have consumed !—of his perfect. resignation to his Father’s 
will, and his silent patience under his ‘ ather’s wrath !—of his 
unwearied love to men, for whose relief his wonder-working arm 
was stretched out all the day long; and for whose salvation his 
blood was shed on the tree!—of the unbending firmness of bis 
soul, which flattery could not enleeble, nor terror crush !—But 
read his life; and, while you muse, may the fire burn, and the 
holy purpose be formed, of making his life the standard of your 
morals, and the pattern of your unceasing imitation! Often say 
to yourself, How would my Lord and Saviour have’ acted, had he 
been placed in my situation? Would he have loved so coldly, 
forgiven so reluctantly, suffered injuries so peevishly, prayed so 
formally, -resisted temptations so feebly as | have done? Why 
then should 1? 1, who have his example like a torch to guide 
and enkindle my heart ; his grace to support me,—and his promise 
of glory, honour, and immortality to animate and strengthen me! 
~T hus beholding in the glass of evangelical history the glory of 
the Lord Jesus,—and loving with growing ardour the object we 
contemplate, we shal] be changed from glory to glory, till the 
lovely image be superinduced upon our own souls in all the fulness 
of which humanity is susceptible. 

Works proceeding from such principles, regulated by a law so 
holy, just, and good, and formed on a model so fair and perfect, 
must be pleasing to God, useful to men, indications of the high 


health of the soul, and the earnest of her approaching glory and 
blessedness. Ev. Mag. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 
Extract of a letter from Belvidere, Sussex County, N. J. 
- COMMUNICATED FOR THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 

** Our Sunday-school, which.a few weeks since was established 
in this village, succeeds beyond our most sanguine expectations ;— 
and we hepe will long continue, and prove a blessing under God, 
to those for whose benefit it is intended. Three or four indivi- 
duals first proposed among themselves the opening of a sunday 
School ; it was, however, thought advisable that their views and 
motives shouldbe made known to the inhabitants of the village 
generally: upon which a short preliminary article expressive of 
its object (‘* the instruction of the children and blacks of the vil- 
lage and its vicinity, in spelling, reading, and the principles of 
morality and religion’) was drawn upand circulated. It was ap- 
probated by the inhabitants generally, and a society was.accord- 
ingly formed by the name of the Belvidere Sunday School Asso- 
ciation—under whose patronage and superintendence are the 
school and its teachers. A number of competent persons, more 
than were requisite, volunteered their services as teachers. The 
School soon increased to upwards of sixty scholars, and it is ex- 
pected will increase yet more. ‘The scholars are much pleased 
with it, and manifest a great desire to learn. Already a spirit of 
emulation, so conducive to improvement, is discoverable. The ut- 
most order and regularity prevail in the school—it usually opens 
concludes by singing a psalm orhymn, and prayer. You will 
observe our plan embraces the blacks—a portion of the community 
heretofore too much neglected: but from the recent establishment 
of Sunday Schools for their benefit, in different parts of our coun- 
try, we may indu'ge a hope that ere long they may participate 
with us the blessings consequent upon an improvement of their in- 
tellectual and moral faculties ; at least, that of reading and under- 
standing the Holy Scriptures, and thereby becoming acquainted 
with the way which will conduct them from this world of sorrow* 
and death, to the portals of endless felicity. The Society has had 
the pleasure of receiving, through one of its members, a donation 
of half a dozen Bibles from the New-York Auxiliary Bible Society, 
and also a donation of four bibles and two New ‘Testaments, ac- 
companied by as many of the Book of common prayer, from the 
New-York Bible and Common Prayer book Society. These 
donations came very opportunely, there being many children here, 
whose parents were incapable of affording them books,” 

— 


ANECDOTE. 


A sentleman, who was engaged as Tutor in the family of a For- 
eign Princess; translated “* Tue Datuyman’s Daventer’’ into the 
language, and made it an exercise forthe children. The Princess. 
listened while the children were receiving instruction, amd the 
lract became the blessed instrument of her conversion. 
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REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN GREENWICH, WASHINGTON COUNTY, W. ¥. 


Extract of a letter to the Editor of the Baptist Missionary Maga- 
zine, dated Greenwich, July 31, 1816. 


Dear Sirn—I proceed to give you a correct, but brief account of 
the great and good work of God, which has recently taken place 
within our vicinity ; and also of the additions to the church, with 
whom I have been labouring a little rising of 22 years. 

For four years past, there have been but few added to the 
church ; in this time we have endured the trials common to the 
people of God, attended witha great want of the spirit of devotior 
and practical piety ; while coldness and stupidity have much pre- 
vailed among the professors of religion. But for two years past, 
there has been more attention, Our public assemblies on the 
Lord’s day have been increased, with an apparent solemnity on 
the minds of many whothus attended to hear the word. 

The latter part of last summer there were some who appeared 
seriously impressed ; and on the 28th of September, one fromthe 
Methodist communion came forward, and gave a relation of her 
experience, and was received of the church and baptized. On the 
26th of October, one other person was baptized. Both of these 
professed to have met with a change some years before. On the 
20th of January, 1816, the work became more visible ; several 
persons gave a relation to the church, and were received as can- 
didates for baptism. From the 21st of January, to July 28th, be-; 
ing six months and seven days, I baptized 228; making in the 
whole, since Setember 28th, 1815; to the 28th of this instant 
July, 230. ‘These have all been added to the church. 

Although this work has been very powerful and rapid, yet 
generally it has not been attended with noise or confusion. Some 
of all ages from 60, down to 12 years, have been baptized, and 
received into the church ; not any younger, that J know of, have 
offered themselves. 

One thing | would remark; there have been two small revi- 
vals amongst us before ; but few of the youth, however, in either of 
them, made a public profession; the most that then jomed the 
church were in middle life. But in this last revival, the youth 
have been the subjects of this good work. I am of the opinion, 
that about two thirds of the number which have joined the church 
are unmarried people. 

[ send you this concise statement of the good work among us, 
that the wonders which God has wrought might not be hid from the 
thousands who are continually praying ‘ thy kingdom come.” 

Subscribing myself yours, most affectionately, 
EDWARD BARBER. 

N. B, The church with whom I now labour, is called Batts- 
Kill, and is a member of the Saratoga Association. I have baptized 
since } have been with them, and who have joincd said church, 
468 persons ; present number is about 520. 
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OBITUARY. 
A Brief Account of the Melancholy Event, which lately occurred at 
Rochester Bridge, (on the River Medway, England.) 


On Friday, the 13th of September, 1816, ‘Thomas, son of the 
late Mr. Gilbert, of Chatham, having attained his twenty-first 
year, a party was formed to enjoy the pleasure of a fine afternoon 
in a water excursion: it consisted of a gentleman, his wife and 
child, and 12 other young persons, from 6 to 21 years of age. 

The party walked to Kochester about three o’clock, and took 
the water above bridge, from whence they proceeded up the river, 
and went as far as Halling, where they passed the afternoon, in 
the most social and harmless naprity ; little anticipating the fatal 
doom which so speedily awaite@them ; and, after taking tea, re- 
entered their boat, ia order to return. On leaving Halling, they 
passed away the time, and amused themselves by singing hymns, 
as the boat glided down the stream. On approaching Rochester 
Bridge, many persons were arrested in their progress, and stopped 
to listen to the joyous harmony of the happy party, rendered more 
melodious by the serenity of the evening. It was particularly re- 
marked, that the hymn they were singing, as they approached the 
fatal spot, was that interesting piece which concludes with the. 
following verse : 


‘“« The hour is near, consign’d to death, 
I own the just decree ; 

Saviour! with my last parting breath, 
Pil cry remember me.” 


This was their theme when they approached the bridge. The 
boat shot under the arch with the velocity of lightning, the tide 
being about half ebb, at which time it dashes through the arches 
of the bridge with immense force, and the deepest fall of about 
four feet. In a moment a sudden crash was heard, and one ge- 
neral heart-piercing shriek of agony announced to the trembling 
passengers above, the dreadful work of desolation. A beam, at that 
time about a foot under water, against which the boat had struck, 
was the cause of the accident. On looking over the balustrades, 
thing was seen but the boat driving impetuously over the boiling 
surges, with its keel upwards, and a little dog which was fastened 
to itby a string. Nothing was heard but the roaring of the waters. 
Thus, in a moment, were engulphed fifteen persons, who, in the 
innocent enjoyment of that pleasure which youth, health, and re- 
ligion bestows, were suddenly consigned to a watery grave. Not 
ane was saved—every soul instantaneously perished. 

‘Tbe arch’ which they entered was under repair ; and the work- 
men, on the morning of that day; had-placeda piece of fir-tim- 
ber, about twelve inchés square, from-one starling to the other ; 
and secured it with cleets and chains, As the tide rose it was hid 
trom sight, and the waterman had gone over it ip the afternoon, 
in going up the river, without perceiving it. 
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To attempt to describe the agonizing feelings of the families and 
friends of the unfortunate sufferers would be as vain, as the tear- 
less agony of parental affection, searching all night in a solitary 
boat to discover the remains of a beloved daughter. The breath- 
less anxiety for hoped-for intelligence, but too frequently disap- 
pointed, together with the despair produced by the certainty of 
their fate, may be .conceived, but defies description. The be- 
reaved Mrs. Gilbert, aged 64, is by this afflictive dispensation de- 
prived of atu her family !—two daughters, her son, grand- 
daughter, and son-in-law,—all that remained to console her widow-~ 
ed heart—all—all is lost. 

To expatiate at length upon the characters of the individuals 
who were so fatally and so premafgrely lost to society, would be 
to castigate the feelings of the rea@@r. They were all respectable, 
chaste, worthy, and devout members of the community—and the 
remembrance of their virtues will be cherished by their friends, 
as long as ‘“‘ memory holds its seat.” But we cannot dismiss this 
notification without alluding most particularly to Mr. Mills; who 
united every qualification which adorns the Christian and the man. 
He was alike pious, humane, philanthropic, and generous ;—but 
expressions of our feelings or regrets, will not reduce the calamity : 
—we only hope that the Divine lesson it teaches, will have a pro- 
fitaole influence upon mankind: for a Divine lesson it may truly 
be called !—It piously refreshens the remembrance of what we 
are all too apt to forget—the mutability of human life. It forcibly 
awakens our recollection of the very frail tenure upon which we 
hold our existence in this world ; it has the most powerful claims 
upon our best feelings and strongest affections ; and whilst it af- 
fords an additional proof of the uncertainty of worldly things, we. 
hope it will also prove a salutary beacon—that mankind, not 
knowing how soon they may be snatched from this world, may 
ever be preparedto depart from it; that those unfortunate schisms 
which so frequently embroil society, may be averted ; and that 
the differences which so often tear asunder the closest ties of rer 
lations, families, and friends, may be healed or prevented, by a 
constant recollection of Rochester Bridge ! 


NEW BIBLE SOCIETIES. 

A Bible Society was some time since formed in Chester County, Pennsy}- 
vania, and another in Delaware County, Pa. auxiliary to the Bible Society of 
Philadelphia. 

A Bible Society was also formed in December at Somerville, N. Jersey, 
Auxiliary to the New-Jersey Bible Society. 





A Bible Society was formed in November last at Detroit, (Michigan Terri- 
tory) Auriliary to the American Bible Society —Governour Lewis Cass is 
President, and Rev. John Monteath Corresponding Secretary. 

A Bible Society was likewise formed at Bardstown, (Kentucky) auxiliary 
to the National Society. 

The Female Bible Society of Rahway, (N. J.) has also recently declared 
itself Auxiliary to the same. 

These make the number of Auxiliaries—70. 





